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Beowulf as an Epic
Epics are long poems which narrate a story about a hero or a heroine. The poem Beowulf is a story of a legendary community where heroes like king Hygelac and heroine like Grendel’s portray brevity. The poem centers on the heroic deeds of Beowulf, the protagonist. Therefore, narrative interweaves the brave action of Beowulf from his youth to old age, qualifying the poem to be an epic. The story has it that Beowulf is a nephew to King Hygelac of the Geats, a community in the southern part of Sweden. Beowulf’s masculine power and brevity make him win a victory when he fights and defeats a monster that devours people in the kingdom of Heorot. The setting of the narration appeals to historical events, and the personas appear to be real humans except for monster Grandel and his mother.
Beowulf is an epic hero because he slays Grandel, the monster. It is evident that all the men in the kingdom of Heorot are not brave enough to confront the monster killer, Grandel. However, their savior comes from the far land of the Geats to battle with a monster unknown to him. Later, when Grandel’s mother comes to the king’s palace to avenge for her son’s death, she tricks Beowulf to go with her to her dwellings. Beowulf’s gets an excellent opportunity to kill the mother too. The hero receives rewards form not only the kingdom of the Heorot but also his. He serves for a couple of years and later becomes the king. At his old- age a dragon comes to his throne, and because Beowulf likes fame, he fights it, only to be assisted by his subordinates. He survives but with severe injuries.
